
“I’m interested in Jesus, but only if he 
makes a difference in the world.” This 
was the response when the daughter of 
a speaker at Urbana 22 invited her friend 
to consider becoming a Christian. For 
75 years, InterVarsity’s triennial Urbana 
Student Missions Conference has been 
one of the best places to discover how 
Jesus is making a difference in the world 
and how to follow his example.

“Rise Up” was the Urbana theme and 
God’s global mission the focus during 
the last four days of 2022. The US and 
Canadian students, who accounted 
for most of the 5,500 attendees at the 
Indianapolis Convention Center, were 
offered 150 seminars covering all aspects 
of mission work. In the Center’s spacious 
exhibition hall, they were also able to 
confer with representatives from dozens 
of mission organizations and seminaries.

It was a particular joy to hear, first-
hand, stories of God’s provision from 
those who, decades earlier, had been 
challenged at Urbana. “I didn’t think I 
would become an export quality world 
Christian,” announced one speaker, now 
working in a country too sensitive to 
be named. But he and his wife staked 
everything on Jesus’ promise to be with 
his followers to the ends of the earth.

Troubled by news that there was a death 
threat against him, he at one point 
journeyed to a meeting scheduled far 
enough away that he thought it would 

be safe. There, both he and the man who 
had made the threat were astounded to 
run into each other, a meeting only God 
could have arranged.

They could do nothing but sit down 
together to talk out their differences. 
“As I looked across the table at him, 
I remembered Psalm 23,” he said. 
“‘You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’” 

During Urbana, the time between 
plenaries and seminars provides 
more informal opportunities to learn 
about God’s provision. “The most 
valuable part of Urbana for me was the 
individual talks and discussions with 
colleagues around the globe, getting to 
know their stories and how God is ever 
present, and most so in the hardships 
of life,” said Pierre Nordling, of Credo, 
the IFES movement in Sweden.

IFES was represented at Urbana by 
leaders and students, ranging from 
our General Secretary, Tim Adams, to 
regional secretaries, national movement 
leaders, students, and graduates. Several 
of the seminars featured IFES leaders, 
sharing about how God was working in 
their contexts.

“God has a history of calling students 
to his mission in unusual ways,” said 
plenary speaker Alejandra Ortiz (see 
profile overleaf). “The mission of God 
has always crossed cultures and brought 
down walls,” she said.

Preparations for IFES World 
Assembly continue. The Speakers’ 
Retreat was held in March, allowing 
speakers to plan their sessions 
together to achieve a  holistic 
program. Around the world, visa 
applications are being submitted 
and travel booking is underway. 
To ensure that each movement 
has a voice in the discussions and 
decisions at World Assembly, our 
scholarship program is raising 
funds to help with the costs 
of attendance. Here, we share 
one story from a movement 
representative with particular 
experience. Please ask God to 
provide for the scholarship fund.

One such scholarship recipient is 
S from a MENA movement. Her 
attendance at World Assembly 
will bless others as well as her: 
“We are excited to see God open 
doors in a very, very difficult part 
of the world. All our groups except 
one are underground. Students 
are leading at great risk, often 
being called into security offices 
since they are reading the Word 
with others on campus. But God is 
drawing so many people who have 
never read the Bible before to this 
community. Students who gave 
their life to Christ are passionate 
about making Christ known.”
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Alejandra came to faith in high school through a teacher who had 
become a Christian after being introduced to Compa, the IFES 
movement in Mexico, during college. She writes: 

“The season was very hard for me, and I was curious about Jesus, 
so I accepted to read the Bible and pray. I fell in love with Jesus. I got 
involved in Compa because of how I came to faith and thought all 
Christians did Bible studies in their schools. On my first year of being a 
believer, I invited friends to read the gospel with me. The local Compa 

group became my friends in mission and life.” 

Since graduation, she has worked with Compa, and in 2020, joined the Logos and 
Cosmo Initiative team part-time. She is also a World Assembly 2023 Program Team 
Co-Lead. Alejandra is married to her Compa Mexico colleague Abdiel. They have two 
young daughters. She asks us to pray for the new cohort of LCI catalysts starting in 
April and the progress of current LCI projects; for the World Assembly program team 
and God’s provision of visas for speakers and attendees, and finally, “for grace and 
good rhythms in our family during traveling and transitions”.

Praise God with us for the third cohort 
of catalysts (participants) being 
recruited to the IFES Logos and Cosmos 
Initiative (LCI), which seeks to foster 
dialogue between Theology and the 
Sciences (both social and natural). 

Catalysts are mentored and equipped 
to develop and implement projects in 
their own areas of study. Among the 
first two cohorts, focus areas included 
understanding and tackling student 
poverty (Senegal), vaccination (Brazil), 
free mental health services for students 
(Côte d’Ivoire), the intersections among 
women’s academic work, Christian faith 

and gender and family roles (Argentina) 
and peacebuilding workshops (Mexico). 
Catalysts use these projects to engage 
students in their local IFES movements 
and build on their academic research. 
Please pray that the new cohort would 

serve God faithfully in their studies 
and show those around them how 
a Christian worldview enriches 
academic efforts. You can find out 
more about the progress of current 
projects at lci.ifesworld.org

As with S, quoted overleaf, these World Assembly delegate’s experiences and insights could bless others: Gason (St Lucia),  

Tamta (Georgia), Phumlani (South Africa), Desislava (Bulgaria), Thiago (Brazil), V (Moldova), Beralis (Dominican Republic), Isaac (Ghana)
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Johnny Ngunza’s LCI project in 
DR Congo mobilises Christians 
to fight erosion using 
innovative, green techniques. 
He has trained 20 students to 
implement these on campus.
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