
IFES World Assembly takes place every 
four years, gathering IFES students, 
faculty, staff, and board members 
from all over the globe. God has used 
this gathering in remarkable ways to 
further gospel mission and ministry in 
the world’s universities and strengthen 
our global fellowship. We can’t wait to 
see what he has in store for us this time. 
In 2023 we are delighted to be hosted 
by Perkantas Indonesia. Together we’ll 
explore the theme ‘Tabah & Tangguh: 
Witnesses in the University and Beyond’.

Picture a healthy tree: sturdy, deeply 
rooted, abundantly fruitful, leaves 
flourishing on every branch. This is the 
picture of God’s faithful follower that 
we see in Psalm 1: “like a tree planted 
by streams of water, which yields its 
fruit in season, and whose leaf does 
not wither.” It is the kind of vitality 
captured in the Indonesian words tabah 
and tangguh. Together they suggest 
steadfastness and strength, a life and a 
ministry that look like that well-watered 
tree, able to endure and thrive even in 
hard seasons. After four difficult years, 
we yearn for that life, and at this World 
Assembly we will seek God together, 
asking for renewed resilience in our 
worldwide mission. Christ has called us 
as his witnesses in the university and 
beyond—grappling with the unique 
struggles, questions, and opportunities 

of the university while not losing sight 
of its intimate links to wider life and 
society.

To become like that well-watered tree, to 
develop tabah and tangguh, we will journey 
together in sermons, seminars, small 
groups, and the arts through the book of 
Psalms. They offer us space to express 
our diverse experiences, and they show 
us how to express honestly the many 
pains that we have suffered. Yet amidst 
that diversity, there is unity: revisiting 
key elements of Israel’s story with God, 
through kingship, exile, and restoration. 
By walking as a fellowship through the ‘big 
story’ of the Psalms, we pray and trust 
that God will meet us, grow us, unite us, 
and send us out as his resilient witnesses 
in the university and beyond. 

We want to have representatives from 
every national movement present at 
World Assembly. This is a challenge the 
complex logistics and costs involved 
with getting 800+ people to Indonesia. 
Please hold the World Assembly team 
in your prayers and ask that God would 
give wisdom and guidance to them and 
provide for our needs. Most of all, pray 
that God would prepare the hearts of all 
who will attend to hear from God and 
to share what they learn with others in 
their groups and movements.

As part of our 75th anniversary 
celebration IFES has been looking 
both into our history and into the 
future. 

In July, leaders of IFES movements 
were asked to share their dreams 
for their movements. Olber 
Martinez, General Secretary of 
MUC El Salvador shared: “May 
the emerging generation love 
the Scriptures and be agents of 
reconciliation in a polarised social 
context.”

Across Latin America, the IFES 
regional team have been running 
training which aims to make 
this a reality, to equip General 
Secretaries, young staff and 
student leaders to faithfully follow 
the Servant King and see lives and 
values transformed, and to bring 
others to the Saviour. 

Your prayers in 2023 have enabled 
this team, and many others across 
IFES and our movements to do 
this. Gifts of all types and sizes, 
including legacies and bequests 
have bought Bible study materials, 
invested in staff and kept lights 
on in offices and student meeting 
venues all over the world. Thank 
you so, so much for your support 
for IFES ministry in 2022.
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“May God help us face our challenges 
as young people, balancing all our 
responsibilities under his will. Pray that he 
will help us live differently, with Christian 
principles in the university, as we try and 
influence our peers to take Jesus seriously. 
Pray that our lives would be a powerful 
witness to Christ.” 

A student in Egypt used these words to ask 
the IFES family to pray on World Student 
Day. 25,000 people in 137 countries did 
just that. It was wonderful to see all the 
photos, videos and social media posts 
from around the world showing students 
gathering to pray. Some groups used 
the day to share the renewing power 
of God with others on their campuses. 
There were meetings from Greenland to 
Fiji, Cameroon to Japan, as well as online 
meetings spanning entire continents. 
The IFES fellowship sought God, asking 
for renewal in campus groups, for open 
doors to pioneer in new places and for 
his guidance in planning for a new stage 
in ministry. Thank you so much to all of 
you who lifted up IFES ministry to the God 
whom we all seek to serve.

IFES PERSON:  
GEORGE OGALO 
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 

When George Ogalo was appointed Chief Operating Officer in June 
2021, Tim Adams shared: “I believe his experience and perspective of 
national ministry will make an important contribution as we focus our 
operations on serving the movements and IFES ministry effectively, 
developing and implementing our vision and plan.”

Before joining IFES, George had served in church ministry in Kenya 
and the UK and in various roles with FOCUS Kenya, ending with six 
and a half years as National Director. He developed and implemented 

a five-year strategic plan, improving the administrative structure and 
capacity of the movement, and growing the size and depth of FOCUS ministry. 

When George was newly appointed as National Director, the Garissa terrorist attack 
saw the deaths of a number of Christian students, and he had to lead through that 
crisis and frightening time. During the pandemic lockdowns he completed a PhD in 
Biblical Studies in 2021. George is married to Dr Mary Thamari, who works with an 
international Christian development charity and they have three sons.

Please pray for George as he coordinates the work of the three IFES International 
Services offices in Malaysia, the UK and the USA, with several major projects 
ahead in 2023. He also asks for prayer for protection and blessing for his family, 
with one of his sons sitting important exams and both him and his wife travelling 
outside Kenya regularly for work.
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The World Assembly planning teams met in Jakarta in July
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