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The Reality of Renewal

God is in the business of renewal, restoration, and redemption.

From the very moment of God'’s curse over creation, the hope of redemption has been
promised. “He will crush your head”, God informs the serpent in the garden, even while “you
strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15).

The whole story of history is really the story of how God is restoring and renewing the
whole world.

HE RENEWS YOUR LIFE

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:4-7).

Jesus grants us the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Spirit; both “the entry into new life
and ... the effecting of the new life itself".!

This verse presents renewal as a striking reversal of fortunes, through its Old Testament
allusions. Earlier references in Titus to Ezekiel 36 mean that readers coming to this verse are
already immersed in prophecy about the newness the Spirit brings:

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you, | will remove from you your heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27).

The echo in Titus of the prophecy of Joel 3:1 (“l will pour out my Spirit on all flesh”) “strikes a

chord that is simultaneously harmonious and dissonant. The promise of the Spirit links firmly
to Ezekiel, but the verb ‘pour out’ clangs against the dominant use of ‘outpouring’ to describe
God's wrath in Ezekiel ... Paul paints a picture of dramatic reversal of wrath and judgement.”

Through Christ, instead of pouring out his wrath,
God pours out his Spirit to renew us.




2

He Renews Your Mind

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God'’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
(Romans 12:2)

The Greek metemorphothég, which here has been translated “transformed”, is only used in the
gospels to refer to Jesus’ transfiguration (Matthew 17:2; Mark 9:2).2 As Jesus' "face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became white as light”, so the Spirit can enact something similarly
wondrous and mysterious in our minds.

The transfer from sin and death to righteousness and life “does not absolve the Christian
from the responsibility to live out the righteousness so graciously granted in the gospel.” * The
process of transformation is something that we take part in, to make it real in our daily lives.

We are transformed when, instead of viewing

our lives in terms of this world, we live “in terms
of the new realm to which we belong, ruled by
righteousness, life and the Spirit.” ®
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He Renews the World

“He who was seated on the throne said,
‘I am making everything new!”
(Revelation 21:5)

The ultimate renewal of all creation is coming, set in motion with Christ's resurrection. We
experience the first taste of this resurrection life,
right here, right now.

Throughout the beginning of Revelation 21, as John describes his vision of the
new Jerusalem, references build to the prophecies in Isaiah about the new creation
(Isa 65:17; 66:22).

The one seated on the throne declares “l am making everything new”, and we recognize an
allusion to the verse that inspires World Student Day this year. In Isaiah, God asks us if we
can perceive the new things he is doing. Here, all things are on the glorious cusp of ultimate
fulfillment in newness.

Wars, disasters, and pandemics notwithstanding, that is where all things are going.

For those in Christ, these things are not unsure. They are realities.

As we carry on our witness over the next year, we must seek, embrace, rejoice, triumph, rest,
and labour in the certain hope that God has renewed us by the Holy Spirit through Christ. He

really is transforming us through the renewal of our minds.

He really is working with us to make all things new.
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