
“Around the world universities have a 
crisis of purpose. Most of the competing 
visions of what a university is for are 
impoverished and ignore the history of 
what shaped universities and enabled 
them to flourish: a Christian theological 
vision. Christian students and faculty 
and IFES staff have the opportunity 
to contribute significantly to debates 
on campus about the purpose of their 
university.” – Prof Ross McKenzie, Leader 
of the Logos and Cosmos Initiative

The IFES Logos and Cosmos Initiative 
was built on the results of consultations 
run with Christian academics and IFES 
movement staff. Groups of academics, 
postgraduate students and student 
ministry staff met in each region to 
identify the major issues they faced on 
campus. The project seeks to raise up 
a new generation of leaders, initially in 
Francophone Africa and Latin America, 
who will foster dialogue in theology and 
the sciences by leading projects in the 
university. This initiative is part of IFES’ 
“Engaging the University” ministry and an 
extension of our commitment to impact 
all of society for the glory of Christ.

Alejandra Ortiz, Latin America Co-
coordinator, shares her team’s vision: 

“We hope to provide formation for 
key people in the national movements 
and subregions, that they may become 
resources and mentors for others in 
how they relate their disciplines to their 
faith. We aim to see staff, students and 
movements who engage with the whole of 
the university and to invest in key people 
to model and inspire.”

From a total of 120 applications, the 
teams in Francophone Africa and 
Latin America have now selected 
35 catalysts in each region. These 
students, academics and IFES staff will 
work closely with advocates (called 
mentors in Latin America and djadu 
in Francophone Africa). Catalysts are 
being trained through workshops, Bible 
study, and a reading and study program 
and will meet regularly with their 
advocate for advice and discussion. 
The aim is to build core competencies 
in knowledge, skills and character, with 
catalysts running specific projects in 
their own area of studies – whether 
natural, social or human sciences.

Please pray for these catalysts, their 
advocates and for the team supporting 
them as they work to make their 
universities places where God is praised 
through learning.

Latin America Consultation
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IFES GLOBAL 
GIVING DAY
On 21 April, IFES held our first Global 
Giving Day, where students and 
graduates around the world were 
encouraged to give towards projects 
which most directly impact campus 
ministry. We are so grateful to God 
and our generous supporters for 
the response, with $35,132 raised on 
the day to fund eight projects. Thank 
you to all who donated!
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Continuing our focus on the Logos and Cosmos 
Initiative, this is coordinated in Francophone Africa by 
Dr Chabi Eteka from Benin. He has a long association 
with IFES extending back to his own student days. 
In his first year he noticed a few students who lived 
visibly different lives and shared their faith. When he went 
with one of them to church, he was really impressed by their 
Bible study. There he repented and soon got involved with GBU Benin 
eventually becoming a student leader. He remained involved throughout 
his undergraduate and PhD studies in Agronomy in Benin and Nigeria, and 
his ongoing research with international scholars in the area of water and 
sanitation. He is delighted to serve with the Logos and Cosmos Initiative 
and see the Gospel impacting the university. Dr Eteka is married with four 
teenage children.

He asks us to pray for him to be equipped for this role and to work well with 
colleagues. His central desire is for the Spirit of God to work through him, 
through all the students, professors, catalysts and djadu (advocates) so that 
they are faithful witnesses for Christ in the university.
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Revive 2019

REVIVE EUROPE
In December 2019, the first Revive 
conference happened in what seems a 
different world – more than 3000 young 
people in one indoor venue, talking 
and singing to God together. This year 
is very different, but we still pray that it 
will be possible to go ahead with Revive 
2021 with a similar number of attendees 
under strict COVID-19 protocols. 
Revive will see young people digging 
into Acts 16-19, with interpretation 
into 14 languages, small groups, 
seminars, creative and quiet prayer 
spaces, informal worship and sports 
competitions. By April, more than 1100 
bookings from 67 countries had been 
made. Why are students so excited? We 
asked some of those who will be there:

•   “To learn how to turn the world upside 
down like the first Christians did!” – 
Jorge, Colombia and Great Britain 

•   “To be able to stand with thousands of 
other Christians from all over Europe 
with one wish in their hearts – for God to 
bring revival in this continent!” – Daniel 
Jóhan, Faroe Islands 

•   “After the long separation and distance 
experience due to the many lockdowns 
of the last year, gathering together with 
so many young people who love God 
to worship Him, it has a totally new 
rediscovered value.” - Karina, Italy

•   “It is so good to see how Christian 
faith is lived out in different European 
countries.” – Déborah, France 

•   “I cannot wait to see many great friends 
from all over the world, who I know 
are bringing the kingdom of heaven 
everywhere they go.” – Ágnes, Austria

In preparation, people across Europe 
are joining the REVIVALYMPICS prayer 
relay – where students share prayer 
requests for their country, passing a 
torch of encouragement from God’s 
word. You can see the latest prayer 
requests on IFES Europe social media 
channels and YouTube. Please join them 
in praying.


