
Tim Adams, IFES new General Secretary, 
writes: “2020 saw plans and possibilities 
collapsed around us: university campuses 
shut, students not allowed to meet, 
church doors closed, travel stopped. 
Our joy became buried beneath layers 
of frustration, frantic activity, loneliness 
or stress. In IFES, it looked like student 
ministry would come to a complete 
standstill.  

“But students were the first to adapt. As 
digital natives, the students became our 
teachers as we adjusted to new ways of 
connection and fellowship. Bible studies 
and prayer groups migrated online, and 
national conferences and training sessions 
were redesigned to become virtual events. 
Students and staff walked together in their 
fragility, inviting others to approach God’s 
throne of grace with confidence. And in his 
grace, God heard our cries and helped us.”

And you, our supporters, have 
been with us for each step. Your 
faithful prayers and donations have 
encouraged students and staff. You 
have enabled God’s name to be 
proclaimed and glorified in the student 
world in new ways and to new people. 
Thank you so much! In what for many of 
us are very financially challenging times, 
the gifts and legacies received have 

been evidence of God’s faithfulness 
shown in your generosity. Please 
continue to pray and walk with us as 
physical ministry restarts in what we 
fear may be an even more financially 
challenging year.

There are many ways you can continue 
to support IFES. We would be delighted 
to provide an IFES speaker for your 
church, Christian Union or prayer 
meeting. Online meetings make this 
easier than ever to organise. Simple 
giving options include: things like doing 
a sponsored event (IFES is registered 
with JustGiving), using AmazonSmile or 
giveasyoulive.com to shop online, or 
everyclick.com for internet searches. 
You could contribute in other ways 
too – like donating a car via giveacar.
co.uk, giving bitcoin or remembering 
IFES in your will. Some of these online 
tools are UK focused, so please do ask 
about how you can support IFES in your 
own country. You can email supporter.
relations@ifesworld.org or call us on 
the number below. Please also keep an 
eye on our social media channels for 
information about an IFES Giving Day 
on 21 April.

Thank you once again for your 
support in 2020.

In March, the last IFES global in person event was this latest Global Leadership Initiative training 
in Kyiv, Ukraine, to equip national movement leaders. Mentoring has continued online.
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PIONEERING IN 
A PANDEMIC
We all know after a year of 
chatting to friends and attending 
church online that it is not easy 
to maintain relationships - and 
even harder to build new ones. 
However, we share a vision to see 
the Gospel reach new cities and 
new universities – and we serve 
an all-powerful God. Please pray 
with us for pioneering students 
and staff in movements around 
the world. The IFES Breaking New 
Ground project and our regional 
teams have continued to resource 
and encourage staff and students 
on the pioneering front lines. Here 
are some of their stories.

IFES REGIONAL STAFF 
MEMBER IN ASIA:

“For the last 10 months all my work 
has been online. This change made 
me question my identity and roles, 
but the Lord has confirmed over and 
over that we can still minister to one 
another. Twice I had to cancel plans 
to visit an Islamic country where there 
can be no official campus ministry, 
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IFES Breaking New Ground has 
funded ABUB Brazil staff Marcelo to 

support Lais and other pioneers.

Like many movements, GBUSC Congo started 2020 with exciting developments – this group of students 

visited Kinkala and planted four new secondary school groups. Just a month later, the pandemic closed 

schools across the country. Please pray for them as they seek to restart stalled pioneering activities in 2021.

IFES PERSON: STEPHANIE CHIN
MINISTRY IMPACT PROGRAM MANAGER

This year marks the fifteenth year of Stephanie’s journey as 
a follower of Jesus Christ. She grew up in a Buddhist home 
where the concept of ‘god’ was never about a relationship but 
about doing good works and being blessed in return. She came 
to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour in university out of 
curiosity to know who is Jesus. She is married to Paul, an Anglican 
minister, and they are blessed with two boys. 

Stephanie joined IFES as Ministry Impact program manager in 2017 
after eight years with World Vision. The Ministry Impact program seeks 
to help IFES national movements understand the effectiveness of their ministries 
in order to sustain and grow work on campuses around the world. E-learning 
resources and measurement and evaluation tools help national movements make 
better-informed decisions as they review and develop ministry strategies.

Stephanie writes: “Through our Ministry Impact program, I get to meet and know many 
godly and committed brothers and sisters who are passionate about their ministries and 
their love for God and students. I may not have a direct impact in the lives of students 
but I trust that God has given me different skills and experience towards contributing to 
his kingdom work. I am grateful for the opportunity to support IFES leaders and national 
movements in their ministry to students.

“Please pray for the Ministry Impact team as we work on enhancing resources and tools 
to better support national movements in light of the changing university context and 
needs due to COVID-19. Pray for national movements as they participate in the 2020 
evaluation of their work this March. May God grant them clarity and insights into the 
evaluation results to advance their ministry plans.”
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but online I was able to invite four key 
young people to serve as seeds for the 
student work. I thank God for their willing 
and open hearts to learn, grow and serve.”

ABUB BRAZIL:

“Lais is an engineering student in Três 
Lagoas, with a vision and passion for 
God’s mission. She’s finishing a really busy 
and stressful virtual semester, so there 
were abundant thorns trying to divert her 
efforts in making the Word of God fruitful 
in her heart.” More than 600km away, 
ABUB students faithfully pray for Lais and 
the Três Lagoas group. “We are blessed! 
We know how difficult is to support and 
monitor Lais without knowing her in 
person, but we have seen her as a pioneer 
leader, motivating the group to their 
calling to share Christ at university.” 

CECE ECUADOR:

Bible studies have been in virtual 
mode and meetings and contacts 
with pioneer groups have been 
no exception. Groups have been 

flourishing despite difficulties, including 
in Ibarra and a new group in Quito. In 
Guayaquil, two groups pioneered in 
2019 were strengthened and two more 
started. In Santa Elena there is a need 
for committed student leaders, but an 
average of five students meet regularly 
to study God’s word. Students from 

Portoviejo and Manta have met as one 
group - “It is one of the groups that gives 
us the most joy; not only has it grown but 
we have found a team of four passionate 
and committed student coordinators. 
Also, God has surprised us with new 
groups in Latacunga, Tena and Milagro, 
and consolidated the work in Cuenca.”


