
ANNUAL REPORT
2018 – 2019



“Please pray with  
me that we will 

continue to be wise, 
loving one another 

and focusing on  
our calling from  
God to bring his 

transforming grace  
to the university.”

I am thankful that many staff have made time 
this year for retreat and silence. This can be 
hard to do in such a fast-paced world, but 
such investment reminds us to have depth 
in our spiritual lives, to come to Jesus and 
drink. We cannot serve our students and 
our movements from a place of dryness.  My 
prayer for IFES is that we would continue to 
help one another to abide day by day in the 
Lord Jesus and in his Word.  

This past year has seen IFES take significant 
steps in our use of technology to remain 
connected and to support one another. We 
are a community spanning more than 170 
countries and technology is providing ways 
for us to dialogue and collaborate where  
face-to-face communication is not always 
feasible. E-learning courses, for example, 
are enabling national movements to access 
training, resources and network opportunities 
at the touch of a button. We now have 
developed modules in Indigenous Support 
Development, Governance Development and 
Engaging the University, which are helping 
us to strengthen the ministry of our national 
movements further. 

DEAR FRIENDS OF IFES 
We all run the risk of becoming busy with 
activities but dry in our spiritual lives. One of 
our priorities must be to guard our own walk 
with the Lord. So I am particularly grateful 
for the work of our Scripture Engagement 
initiative. This global team is helping our 
movements and staff to integrate knowledge 
and love in their relationship with God’s Word, 
equipping us to be messengers of hope.  

A WORD FROM  
DANIEL BOURDANNÉ
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It has also been wonderful to see our support 
base grow around the world, particularly in 
Asia. For some time, IFES has been keen to 
invest more in developing partnerships with 
individuals and churches in that part of the 
world, and we praise God for the progress 
we have seen this year. We are very grateful 
for the financial contributions and prayer 
support from new partners across Asia, and 
indeed from all who support IFES ministry 
around the globe. We could not do what we 
do without you. 

It is through partnership that IFES is able to 
live out our glorious vision of strengthening 
the national movements, developing godly 
student leaders, pioneering new campus 
groups, and reaching unreached students with  
the life-changing good news of Jesus Christ. 

It has been an enormous privilege to witness 
this vision being lived out during my lifetime, 
and particularly over the last 12 years 
when I have had the privilege of leading the 
Fellowship. I believe the best is yet to come, 
as God continues to lead IFES into new 
ministry opportunities. 

As you read the following stories, 
may you be greatly encouraged, as 
I am, to see just a snapshot of the 
way God is at work in and through 
the student movements of IFES. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Daniel Bourdanné
IFES GENERAL SECRETARY 
(2007-2019)
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Our vision is to see students 
built into communities of 
disciples, transformed by the 
gospel and impacting the 
university, the church and 
society for the glory of Christ.
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VISION AND 
MISSION



EVANGELISM 
IFES equips students 
for effective witness, 
encourageing them 
to initiate spiritual 
conversations with 
classmates, to hold 
evangelistic Bible studies 
and events, and to live in 
ways that demonstrate 
grace and generosity.

IFES CORE MISSION

LEADERSHIP  
DEVELOPMENT

We desire to see students  
grow into lifelong disciples  
of Christ and become 
leaders of integrity 
and vision beyond the 
university. Each year, 
IFES encourages tens of 
thousands of students 
and staff to build on 
and flourish in their 
leadership skills, to 
develop character, and 
to foster Christian minds 
and global hearts.

PIONEERING

Since our beginning in 
1947, the calling of IFES 
has been to establish a 
vibrant Christian witness 
in every university of the  
world. While we are 
now present in over 170 
countries, there are still 
countries and campuses 
to be reached. We 
continue our pioneering 
work, even in places 
where Christianity is 
actively opposed  
or illegal. 

STRENGTHEN AND 
SUPPORT NATIONAL 
MOVEMENTS

We want to ensure 
IFES national student 
movements are  
well-supported and 
provided with the 
resources and training 
needed to establish 
campus ministries  
that can be sustained  
by local leadership  
and initiative.
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CARIBBEAN 

Marc Pulvar

EAST ASIA

Annette 
Arulrajah 

EPSA: ENGLISH 
AND PORTUGUESE-
SPEAKING AFRICA

Zelalem Abebe

EURASIA

Sergei  

EUROPE

Tor Erling 
Fagermoen 

LATIN AMERICA

 David Bahena
SOUTH ASIA

Savithri 
Sumanthiran

MENA: MIDDLE 
EAST AND  
NORTH AFRICA

Jamil Chabouh

SOUTH PACIFIC

David Walter

FRANCOPHONE 
AFRICA

Klaingar Ngarial

NORTH AMERICA

Kurt Thiel  

IFES regional secretaries help provide mentoring, supervision, and training for staff 
and students. They connect national movements and help share ideas, expertise, 
challenges, and encouragement across their regions. Also, they represent their region 
to IFES, helping us respond to the diverse and ever-changing cultures and contexts of 
the world’s universities.

LATIN AMERICA

CARIBBEAN

NORTH AMERICA

IFES REGIONAL LEADERSHIP



We are IFES:  
a movement of 
students sharing 
and living out  
the good news  
of Jesus Christ.

Locally. 
Nationally. 
Globally.

IFES shapes lives  
and develops  
student leaders all 
around the world. 

We are passionate 
about engaging  
with the whole 
university, sharing 
the gospel and 
supporting locally-led 
student movements 
in over 170 countries.
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EUROPE

FRANCOPHONE AFRICA

EPSA

SOUTH ASIA
EAST ASIA

SOUTH PACIFIC

MENA
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1,100 PARTICIPANTS

170 COUNTRIES  
REPRESENTED

WORLD  
ASSEMBLY 

2019

ONE MESSAGE OF HOPE

LOOKING BACK

For many, the highlight of World Assembly 
was the chance to hear how God has been 
at work in the university. We rejoiced as 
13 movements affiliated to IFES, each with 
a story to tell of God’s faithfulness and 
provision through challenges and setbacks.

We also looked back and gave thanks  
for the faithful and fruitful ministry of Daniel 
Bourdanné, who served as IFES General 
Secretary 2007-2019.

LOOKING AHEAD

World Assembly provided the space for the  
Fellowship to look ahead prayerfully. In light  
of the current spiritual climate around the 
world, we discussed strategic priorities and  
made decisions for the next chapter of IFES  
ministry. Meetings and mealtimes gave 
delegates the space to learn from one another.  
We shared ideas and considered together how  
ministry methods might be adapted or 
nuanced to more effectively reach the students  
of this generation and in different contexts.

“I would like to take  
the transformational 
hope of Jesus to the 
individualistic, secular 
campuses across 
Canada. I would like to 
inspire my movement with 
courageous proclamation 
of the truth, with greater 
depth in prayer and with 
compassionate action for 
those in need.”

HANNAH, INTER-VARSITY CANADA STUDENT



At a time of transition, both in our world 
and in our organization, World Assembly 
was a reminder that our calling remains 
the same: to be messengers of hope in 
the university. During plenary sessions, we 
reflected on the story of the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus, who met the risen Jesus 
and returned transformed to Jerusalem. Their 
story became ours, as we too met the risen 
Jesus in his word, and returned, transformed 
and equipped, to our 170 countries, as 
messengers of hope.

Watch the talks from World Assembly 2019  
or find out more about the gathering at 
ifesworld.org/worldassembly

At World Assembly, students and staff from 
around the world are inspired to courageously 
proclaim the message of hope, in word and 

deed, to our broken world. 
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GLOBAL  
INITIATIVES

BREAKING NEW GROUND 
The IFES Breaking New Ground initiative aims 
to equip and resource national movements 
in pioneering. The goal is to see 100 new and 
lasting local student groups established by 
2020 in unreached cities and campuses around 
the world. Since it was launched in May 2018, 
IFES has given 403 grants to support national 
movements in pioneering new groups in 
60 countries around the world. 

The program is enabling movements to travel 
to unreached campuses, host outreach events, 
train and disciple students, and produce Bible 
study materials. Throughout, we have seen 
these strategic seed grants catalyze the efforts 
of national movements, who needed only small  
investments to release great potential for growth. 

It has been exciting to see movements 
collaborating in their efforts to pioneer new 
groups. For example, GBU Spain is currently 
supporting the start of a new IFES movement 
in Equatorial Guinea; and ABUA Argentina and 
GBUCH Chile are working together to reach 
campuses in southern Patagonia.

“IFES students, 
graduates and staff 
who are bearers of  
this torch: Go! Take  
the message of hope  
to the universities all  
over the world.”

GIDEON PARA-MALLAM,  
(WORLD ASSEMBLY 2019)
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Hundreds of students and staff workers were 
mobilized to pioneer student groups in new 
places through Breaking New Ground.



PRAYING TOGETHER ON IFES 
WORLD STUDENT DAY 
World Student Day is an annual day that unites 
our global movement to celebrate all that God 
is doing through IFES, and to pray for students 
around the world. 

World Student Day 2018 saw people from 148 
countries coming together to pray for God 
to do something new in this generation of 
students. At least 480 prayer meetings were 
organized, including several where student 
groups arranged an online meeting with groups 
in other countries. Joshua, an international 
medical student from Singapore, attended one 
such meeting: 

“I was sitting in a room with students from Russia, 
Brazil, Taiwan, Colombia, Great Britain and 
Singapore. Each hour we skyped with a different 
group from another country: the Philippines, 
Nepal, Lithuania, Canada, Israel and Mongolia. We 
heard about the struggles of students around the 
world and the work going on in the harvest field. 
Prayers were flying in different languages across 
different time zones. It felt like a sneak preview of 
what heaven might be like.”

BUILDING LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS
The Indigenous Support Development (ISD) 
program trains and equips national movements 
to develop sustainable funding through local 
partnerships. The ISD team is now working in 
62 countries across seven regions. Seventeen 
regional champions assist with training and 
implementation, and this has helped regions 
take ownership of the program. National 
movements are increasingly requesting 
training and resources on how to invest in local 
partnership development. ISD modules are  
now available as an e-learning course, enabling 
even more movements to access the training 
and support. 

It is wonderful to hear of the long-term impact of  
the ISD program. Alumni of GBU in the Democratic  
Republic of Congo managed to raise $6,000 in 
two months, enabling the general secretary to 
stay longer on staff. SLEFES Sierra Leone now 
has 15 alumni or volunteer staff, all sustained 
through local support. ISCCF St Vincent raised 
$1,000 within days of the training – more than the  
previous six months put together! GBUR Rwanda 
saw their annual income double, as they formed  
new partnerships with local alumni and churches.

On World Student Day, IFES 
students across the globe 
pray, celebrate, and reach 
out to theircommunities. 
Below students in Zambia 
serve in the love of Christ. 
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IFES Regional Teams and Global 
Ministry staff mentor and support 
national movement leaders to see 
their ministries thrive.

A new Coaching Program has recently been 
launched. The aim of the program is to invest 
more intentionally and strategically in selected 
boards in order to inspire an ongoing and 
organic process of growth in good governance 
across IFES regions. The first coaching 
visits have already taken place in Uruguay, 
Gabon, Burundi and El Salvador, and were 
enthusiastically received. 

UNDERSTANDING MINISTRY 
IMPACT
The Ministry Impact program seeks to help IFES 
national movements understand the impact 
and effectiveness of their ministries in order 
to sustain and grow their work on campuses 
around the world.  

Two initiatives were launched last year: the 
“Learning through Evaluation” e-learning course, 
and the Ministry Impact Evaluation tool. A total 
of 265 learners from 86 countries across 11 
regions have participated in the course so far, 
and 75 movements have been helped by the 
evaluation tool.  

BUILDING STRONG  
FOUNDATIONS
The Governance Development program helps 
national boards deliver good governance practice  
in each movement. One of the movements that 
benefited from initial Governance Development 
training in 2019 was ESWAFES eSwatini. General 
Secretary Mukululi shared: 

“The recent Board training has set us on a 
good trajectory, and we are trusting God for 
a great future. With the board being new, the 
training helped us clarify the role of the board 
in supporting, enabling and safeguarding the 
national movement.” 

Over the last year, four other national 
movements undertook initial training and 17 
received follow-up visits, altogether spanning 
ten of the IFES regions. A Governance Training 
e-learning module has now been developed, 
improving access to materials and providing 
more opportunities for interaction between 
national movements. Over 126 movements 
have now been trained, and as a result we have 
seen less internal conflict and staff turnover as 
well as increased capacity for outreach. 



“It’s a tool that will help you, in grace, to look at 
where you are, celebrate the good things and 
then also see how you can grow from where you 
are. It will really benefit your national movement.” 
Flemlyn Ragobeer, General Secretary of  
IS/IVCF Guyana.

The data gathered through the Ministry Impact 
program is improving our ability to track 
key indicators such as student engagement, 
evangelistic activity, revenue and expense, 
staff turnover, and staff care. As we analyze 
these indicators over time, we will be able to 
more carefully assess the needs across our 
Fellowship and  specific areas of ministry, 
helping us make more informed decisions.

INVESTING IN GLOBAL LEADERS
The Global Leadership Initiative is an 18-month 
program providing development opportunities 
for young IFES leaders. Its long-term aim is 
to build up a pool of leaders within IFES who 
are fully equipped for regional and global 
appointments, effective in leading multi-cultural 
teams and committed to collaborating across 
our international community.

One participant shared her reflections on  
the program:

“This was not just an abstract learning 
experience, but a very hands-on approach to 
understanding how to be better leaders in our 
Christian communities. I really enjoyed working 
with a very diverse group of people, observing 
different contexts and cultures in which 
Christians live, and seeing how movements 
have adapted to those different contexts.”

We have already seen participants from the  
first cohort step up to new international 
responsibilities. Several are now involved 
in supporting and training movements 
within their region; others are involved 
in planning and coordinating large 
international events like World 
Assembly and the European Student 
Evangelism Conference Revive 2019.

The second cohort of 21 participants, 
representing each of the 11 IFES 
regions, is now underway.

Ethiopian board members discuss 
principles and practices for good 
governance in small groups.
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The IFES General Secretary oversees IFES student ministry across the world, and is appointed to serve students and staff at all levels. IFES 
senior leaders develop strategic partnerships across regions and lead our international teams in developing and sharing ministry priorities 
and resources for global student ministry.

Sabine Kalthoff
SCRIPTURE  
ENGAGEMENT

David Acierno
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
IFES/USA

Mirek Pieszka
GOVERNANCE 
DEVELOPMENT

Sophie Aldred
CHIEF ADVANCEMENT 
OFFICER

Kehinde Ojo
INDIGENOUS SUPPORT 
DEVELOPMENT

Nick Addo
CHIEF FINANCIAL  
OFFICER

SERVING IN LEADERSHIP

Jamil Chabouh
ACTING GENERAL 
SECRETARY 

Martin Haizmann
ASSOCIATE GENERAL 
SECRETARY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
MINISTRIES

Tim Adams
ASSOCIATE GENERAL 
SECRETARY FOR 
OPERATIONS

INTERNATIONAL SERVICESGENERAL SECRETARY’S  
DEPARTMENT

GLOBAL MINISTRIES

Vinoth 
Ramachandra
ENGAGING THE 
UNIVERSITY

Nick Goh
CHIEF INFORMATION 
OFFICER



THE BOARD

IFES/USA BOARD

BOARD CHAIR 
 Mr Septi Bukula

TREASURER
 Vacant

EUROPE/EURASIA 
Ms Vera Diukanova
Vacant 

THE AMERICAS
 Prof Janet Epp Buckingham
Rev Sam McCook  
Mr Vinicio Zuquino

AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST
Mrs Renee Gibson  
Rev Dr Riad Kassis  
Mrs Fatouma Sare Gouda Keita

ASIA/PACIFIC
 Ms Val Goold  
Mr Reji Koshy Daniel
  Mrs Lydia Lim  

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 
Ms Maggie Muga
Mr Gavin Rothwell

BOARD CHAIR 
Mr Dave Berry 

TREASURER
  Mrs Eleanor Ehresman

SECRETARY 
Dr Charles Kelley 

MEMBERS
 Ms Sheyla Alfred  

Mr Gary Ginter 
Mr Kent Stephens 
Mrs Ann Van Dixhorn

The IFES Board is composed of a chair, a treasurer, and thirteen other voting members from 
around the world, two of whom are student representatives. It is responsible for ensuring IFES 
doctrinal integrity and for policy making. The Board is appointed by the General Committee.

The Fellowship thanks Daniel 
Bourdanné for his service  
as IFES General Secretary at 

World Assembly 2019.
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OUR ACHIEVEMENTS TO 
DATE HAVE BEEN MADE 
POSSIBLE, UNDER GOD’S 
BLESSING, THROUGH 
DONATIONS FROM 
PEOPLE LIKE YOU. WE 
COMMIT TO HONORING 
YOUR GENEROSITY BY 
MAINTAINING A HIGH 
ETHICAL CODE OF FINANCIAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP 
IN CONCURRENCE WITH  
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH  
AND PRACTICE.

THANK YOU! 

IFES/USA is an accredited member of the Evangelical 
Council for Financial Accountability, and a Valued 
Partner with GuideStar Exchange. In the UK, IFES is 
registered with the Fundraising Regulator. 

To carry out the vision of IFES, we continue to invest in IFES Regional Teams 
and Global Ministry Programs that strengthen and serve student ministry 
across the globe. We are helping national movements expand student ministry 
to new cities and universities, interact more deeply with scripture, increase 
local financial support, improve governance practices, and make better 
informed decisions for impactful ministry. IFES administrative services continue 
to provide quality support for our strategic programs at the global and regional 
levels and help many of our 170 national movements increase in overall 
efficiency and effectiveness. A significant portion of IFES program income comes 
in at the end of our fiscal year and is set aside for the following year’s projects.
 
This Financial Report reflects our combined operations based on a consolidation  
of the audited financial statements for IFES UK and IFES USA, and the 
independently examined financial statements for IFES Switzerland. The Ministry 
Expenditure analysis presented here is categorized with our international 
audience in mind. The financial statements of each of the three IFES entities 
based in the UK, USA and Switzerland are available upon request.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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Program* 82%
  *International and Regional Ministry 50%
  *Grants to National Movements 32%
General Administration 12%
Fundraising 6%

2018 IFES MINISTRY EXPENDITURE

82%

32%
50%

12%
6%

United States of America 63% 
United Kingdom  23%
Canada  3%
Switzerland  3%
Bahamas  2%
Germany  1%
Other Countries  5%

2018 IFES INCOME  
BY COUNTRY

*Restricted funds 
include those 
held on behalf 
of IFES national 
movements  
and specific 
ministry projects.

 2018 2017 2016

Income $ 8,119,938 $ 8,178,460 $ 8,636,554
Expenditure $ 8,900,358 $ 8,520,131 $ 7,135,272

Net Assets $ 9,250,439 $ 10,030,860 $ 10,372,530
 Restricted* $ 5,526,259 $ 6,071,809 $ 6,343,077
 Unrestricted $ 3,724,180 $ 3,959,051 $ 4,029,453

IFES CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL REPORT
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YOUR  
PARTNERSHIP

PRAY

CONNECT

GIVE

WITH YOUR PARTNERSHIP, WE ARE ABLE TO REACH 
MORE STUDENTS TOGETHER THAN WE COULD IF WE 
WERE ALONE. IMAGINE A WORLD IN WHICH EVERY 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT HAD THE CHANCE TO HEAR THE 
GOSPEL. BECAUSE OF IFES PARTNERS LIKE YOU, WE ARE 
CLOSER TO THIS SHARED VISION.

Without prayer, IFES student ministry cannot develop in any meaningful way. Sign up 
to read stories and pray for IFES movements around the world at ifesworld.org/pray. 
Encourage others to pray by hosting a monthly IFES prayer meeting with friends or 
church members.

Most people hear about IFES through word-of-mouth. We need you, our partners,  
to share IFES with your network. Perhaps link with a specific region at ifesworld.org/
global. Connect with IFES on social media and share updates with your family, friends, 
and coworkers.

We would not be able to do our work without financial partnership from people like you. 
Regular giving allows us to plan for the future and to be strategic in our efforts. Make a 
one-time gift or set up a monthly donation at give.ifesworld.org. Consider adding IFES to 
your estate or legacy planning. 
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facebook/ifesworld    

twitter.com/ifesworld     
twitter.com/ifesworldES     
twitter.com/ifesworldFR    

instagram.com/ifesworld     
instagram.com/ifesworldES     
instagram.com/ifesworldFR    

God is already at work  
in the universities of  
the world, and he 
invites us all to be a 
part of his work. 

Thank you for joining 
us in the vision to 
reach more students  
with the gospel!

IFESWORLD.ORG



UK
5 Blue Boar Street 
Oxford OX1 4EE 
UK

t +44 (0)1865 263777 

e info@ifesworld.org

IFES is a registered charity in England 
and Wales (247919), and a limited 
company (876229).

USA
PO Box 436 
Platteville, WI 53818 
USA

t +1 608 348 6234 

e office@ifesworld.org

IFES/USA is a registered 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization in the USA.

MALAYSIA 
A-08-02, Atria SOFO Suites 
Jalan SS22/23, Damansara Jaya 
47400 Petaling Jaya Selangor  
Malaysia

e info@ifesworld.org

IFES Asia Sdn Bhd (1173311-K)
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